BOROUGH OF BROWNSVILLE
FAYETTE COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA
SEPTEMBER 14, 2022

The Regular meeting of the Council of the Borough of Brownsville was held this evening at the
Borough building in Brownsville. The meeting was called to order by President, Tracy Sheehan
Zivkovich at 6:01 p.m. by reciting the Lord's Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

The following members were present: Council President, Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich, Council
Vice President Paul Synuria, Beth Bock, Jackie Jackson, Barbara Peffer, and Kasandra Ward.
Also present were Solicitor Mitch Mitchell, Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr.,, and Borough
Secretary/Treasurer Melissa S. O'Brien. Councilman Mike Walters was not present for Roll Call,
but arrived to the meeting at 6:44 p.m.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Latrice Scott, 1008 Second Street. Speaking about the constant speeding on Second Street.
She has seen animals hit during her time here as well.

Additionally, she reports on stray dogs. A few weeks ago, she witnessed her porch chairs thrown
all over while three neighborhood strays were chasing feral cats.

Finally, the parking on Second Street is bad. She ends up having to park over a block away and
has a handicap placard, but is unable to use it as there is no place to park.

Councilman Paul Synuria asked if there were any designated handicap spots near her house,
which Ms. Scott states there is one about two doors down. The existing handicap spot is being
used by non-handicap drivers.

Shirley White, 700 Second Street, Apt. 124. Ms. White lives at Mulligan Manor, where the
garden is. Her complaint is similar, as Latrice is her daughter. She has witnessed these stray
dogs. She sees them frequently when she is in the garden, and she is fearful of them.

Additionally, she requests speed bumps on Second where the speeding is occurring. There are
a lot of children and seniors in this area.

She is also dealing with homeless in her building, and is noticing theft. There were cushions
purchased by tenants for Mulligan, and they were stolen.

Connie Gore, 131 Front Street. Ms. Gore is to ask about the tree on her property and if any
quotes were received. Mike Walters is not at the meeting to address this issue. She would also
ask for an update on the corner of Market and 5%, as it is overgrown with wood and debris.

Destiny Bock, 315 Middle Alley. Destiny is with the Water Street Park Group and she would
like to submit photos to Council of the playground equipment that her group would like to see
purchased for Fenwick Park.

MINUTES
Motion by Beth Bock to approve the minutes from August. Second by Jackie Jackson. All in
favor. Motion carries.

MAYOR’S REPORT — Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr.
The police fines for the month totaled $733.73 from the MDJ.

There were 83 calls for service, 25 citations, 12 incidents, and 3 arrests. 1 prisoner transport
was also reported. A total of 833 miles were put on the vehicles last month.

Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich spoke on the Labor Contract between the Union and the Police. Paul
Synuria noted there were only a few changes, including a wage increase for 2023 to $25 per
hour for patrolmen, $27 for Lieutenant, and $30 for the Chief. We are suggesting an Early Bird
contract with a start date of October 1, 2022. For 2024, the increase would be another step up
of $3 per hour for each position, and the same with 2025. There is also a one-time clothing
allowance increase from $600 to $650. Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich noted there were clarifications
on pay dates and vacations.

Motion by Paul Synuria to pass the new Police Contract, starting October 1, 2022. Second by
Jackie Jackson. Paul Synuria would like to note that while the wage increase may seem high,

1



our officers are paid much lower than other areas, and they are often in danger during the course
of their job; we have to pay our officers accordingly. We lost a good officer in 2022 due to low
paying wages. All in favor. Motion carries.

The two-way street on Brownsville Avenue is still in the works. Beth Bock asked when we could
notify the businesses in that area of the change. Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr. noted that this
project would take time as lines need to be painted, and we are following a PennDOT timeline.

Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr. would like to discuss the police officer appointments, and asks
Councilman Paul Synuria to discuss. Motion by Paul Synuria to hire Tai Mickens as a full-time
officer at a starting rate of $25 per hour. Beth Bock asked when he would be starting, which
Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr. noted would be as soon as his uniform and vest are ready. Paul
Synuria sat in on the interviews, and noted that Officer Mickens conducted himself very well. He
has been an officer for more than two years and is knowledgeable. Roll Call: Tracy Sheehan
Zivkovich, yes; Paul Synuria, yes; Beth Bock, yes; Jackie Jackson, yes; Kasandra Ward, yes;
Barbara Peffer, yes. Votes are unanimous. Motion carries.

Paul Synuria noted that we also interviewed two other officers and made a motion to bring in
one for the third open position. Second by Jackie Jackson. Beth Bock asked how long she has
been an officer, which Chief Brant noted since 2013. Chief Brant noted that she holds a tactical
position. Paul Synuria noted that the area she works in now is similar to our area, and she would
be able to handle our issues. Roll Call: Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich, yes; Paul Synuria, yes; Beth
Bock, yes; Jackie Jackson, yes; Kasandra Ward, yes. Votes are unanimous. Motion carries.
Jackie Jackson asked if a mental health exam is conducted prior to hiring, which Tracy Sheehan
Zivkovich noted that they come from the academy with this information. Chief Brant noted that
they go through crisis intervention training. The female officer we are looking at is accustomed
to high crime areas.

Paul Synuria noted the third person we interviewed is still a candidate, pending acceptance by
the first two.

Paul Synuria would like to make a motion to move Acting Chief Brant to Chief. Second by Beth
Bock. Roll Call. Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich, yes; Paul Synuria, yes; Beth Bock, yes; Jackie
Jackson, yes; Kasandra Ward, yes; Barbara Peffer, yes. Votes are unanimous. Motion carries.

Additionally, motion by Paul Synuria to purchase three new police vests. Two for the new officers
coming in, and one for Chief Brant, who is due for a new vest. Second by Beth Bock. Roll Call:
Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich, yes; Paul Synuria, yes; Beth Bock, yes; Jackie Jackson, yes;
Kasandra Ward, yes; Barbara Peffer, yes. Votes are unanimous. Motion carries.

Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr. reports that the police car is still on order, and we are hoping for
delivery date around October or November.

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION — Mike Walters

Mike Walters reported the total funds at this time are $401,046.93, including General Fund
$182,074.31, Payroll $3,417.53, Petty Cash $346.33, Act 13 $28,094.45, K-9 Fund $5,451.39,
Fire Escrow $6,668.00, Parking Authority $1,920.59, PLGIT $62,357.98, ARPA Grant Fund
$108,716.11, and Comprehensive Plan Fund $2,000.24.

Monthly bills paid were $63,675.81. Bills that still need paid total $2,329.09 from the Payroll
Fund, $0 from the ARPA Grant Fund, $0 from PLGIT, $45,640.50 from various other grants.
Deposits this month totaled $37,839.25.

Motion by Mike Walters to accept the Treasurer's Report and pay the water and electric bills in
the amount of $7,075.95 from the General Account and $2,329.09 from the Payroll Account.
Second by Barbara Peffer. Beth Bock asked about animal control. Paul Synuria noted there is
no contract in place at this time. Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich noted that we cannot pay for services
without this contract. Roll Call: Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich, yes; Paul Synuria, yes; Beth Bock,
yes; Jackie Jackson, yes; Mike Walters, yes; Kasandra Ward, yes; Barbara Peffer, yes. Votes
are unanimous. Motion carries.

Michael Walters noted there is a $5,000 balance remaining on the TAN, which will be paid in full
next month.

Mike Walters will be meeting with Melissa S. O'Brien soon to discuss the 2023 budget. The
following dates should be noted: October 7: last day for Council Chairmen to submit their budget

2



changes and proposals to Ms. O'Brien. October 8 to November 8: Finance Committee will
review proposed budgets from Chairmen. November 9: Council to approve the 2023 proposed
budget for advertisement. December 14: Council to accept the final budget and approve milage
for 2023.

Audits were reported on by Melissa S. O'Brien. The PennDOT annual audit was finally approved.
Our 2019 repayment to the liquid fuels fund is now completely repaid. This week we have two
audits due, which are the PennDOT Local Highway Report and the Foreign Fire Report. At the
end of the month, we have a Federal Highway Report due. And finally, our pension actuarial
report is due on October 15.

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS — Mike Walters

Motion by Mike Walters to hire Karen Krilosky as a janitor at a rate of $20 per hour, or $200 per
month, starting immediately. Second by Paul Synuria. Roll Call: Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich, yes;
Paul Synuria, yes; Beth Bock, yes; Jackie Jackson, yes; Mike Walters, yes; Kasandra Ward,
yes; Barbara Peffer, yes. Votes are unanimous. Motion carries.

CODE ENFORCEMENT - Paul Synuria

Motion by Paul Synuria to hire Mark Gordon as the new Code Enforcement Officer at a rate of
$20 per hour, for approximately 12 hours per week. Second by Jackie Jackson. Beth Bock asked
if there is overtime pay available to him if he goes over the 12 hours. Paul Synuria noted that
Mr. Gordon would be starting with the SWEEP Program in the Borough. We have a tentative
start date of September 20.

Our Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr. has been performing the duties of Code Officer since Mr.
Nicholson retired in June. For the month of August, Mr. Swords issued 3 occupancy permits,
sent out 3 no lien letters, and filed 10 complaints.

We are opening bids on the demolition of 149 High Street on September 28, 2022.

There was a partial collapse at 1322 Water Street. Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr. issued an
Emergency Declaration for demolition at that time. This needs to come down as soon as
possible. Bids were opened on Saturday, September 10, 2022. The low bid was $17,500 and
the contract was awarded to PCI Enterprise. Motion by Paul Synuria to ratify the demolition of
1322 Water Street. Second by Jackie Jackson. Kasandra Ward asked if that number was for
both demolitions, and Paul Synuria responded that it was just for 1322 Water Street. Paul
Synuria noted that the Borough is responsible for the first $5,000 of this demolition cost, and the
RACEF is going to cover the remainder of the cost. There are three additional properties that the
RACEF is helping us with. Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich reminded Council that we are only spending
$5,000 on this project. We are very appreciative to the RACF for this opportunity. Roll Call:
Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich, yes; Paul Synuria, yes; Beth Bock, yes; Jackie Jackson, yes;
Kasandra Ward, yes; Barbara Peffer, yes. Votes are unanimous. Motion carries.

1322 Water Street is currently owned by a private owner. The Borough is taking ownership of
that property. Motion by Paul Synuria to take ownership of that property, provided the owner
pays the recording costs; if we have to pay, motion to spend less than $400. Second by Jackie
Jackson. Paul Synuria noted that the reason to take ownership is to get some type of money
back after the sale of the property. Roll Call: Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich, yes; Paul Synuria, yes;
Beth Bock, yes; Jackie Jackson, yes; Kasandra Ward, yes; Barbara Peffer, yes. Votes are
unanimous. Motion carries.

Code fines for the month totaled $357.62.

Ordinance 0-04-2022 for the IPMC, which was approved to advertise at last month’s meeting.
Motion by Paul Synuria to use the 2021 IPMC. Second by Beth Bock. Paul Synuria noted that
we have been using the 2009 Code Book. Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich noted that this book sets
the standards of what properties need. All in favor. Motion carries.

FIRE — Paul Synuria
For the month of August, Northside fire had 4 fires, 13 rescue and emergency calls, 6 hazardous
conditions, 6 service calls, 4 good intent calls, 9 false alarms, and 1 special incident.

For the month of July, Southside had 7 fires, 10 rescue and emergency calls, 2 hazardous
conditions, 5 service calls, and 5 false alarms. For the month of August, Southside had 8 fires,
2 overpressure ruptures, 15 rescue and emergency calls, 5 hazardous conditions, 5 service
calls, and 11 false alarms.



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT — Barbara Peffer

Barbara Peffer noted that we have a ribbon cutting on September 22 at 3 p.m. for Hope Park,
the Snowdon Arch, and Ray Charles Way. The football game will also be shown at the park. We
have had some property interest from Heartland Fabrication, as well as a possible new
restaurant on the Northside. \We will have a paranormal group from West Virginia coming to town
next month and they will be visiting some properties in town.

LIBRARY — Paul Synuria

Paul Synuria reported that on Saturday, September 17 from 10:30 to 12:30, author Richard
Robbins will be at the Library for a book signing of his new book Troubled Times. On Saturday,
October 8, Linda Rendstadt, Brownsville author, will be at the Library with her new book, Union
Station. She will also be conducting a free writing seminar from 11-12:30. Toddler time will
resume on September 13 from 1-2 on Wednesdays.

PUBLIC RELATIONS — Beth Bock

Beth Bock noted that Mailchimp is up and running, but she is having an issue importing from
email, which should be worked out this weekend. If anyone would like to receive these email
updates, please send an email to BrownsvilleUpdates@breezeline.net. Updates will go out at
least monthly letting residents know what we have going on.

There is no update at this time on online payments.

PUBLIC WORKS — Kasandra Ward

Ordinance 0-03-2022 has been advertised. Motion by Kasandra Ward to approve 0-03-2022
regarding Street Digs. Second by Paul Synuria. All in favor. Motion carries. Mike Walters asked
if Columbia Gas is working off of this Ordinance at this time, which Kasandra Ward noted they
are.

Kasandra Ward noted that we are making progress on older digs that were not complete, so
that's positive. Barbara Peffer asked if any contractors come in and damage private property,
what do homeowners do. Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich noted that is an issue between the
homeowner and the contractor, and the Borough does not have anything to do with that.

Kasandra Ward would like to speak on sidewalk repair. Near Brownsville Avenue on Market
Street, the sidewalk holes are gone, thanks to Joe Barantovich and Mike Walters.

Last month we discussed street paving. We are now delaying this project until March, after a
discussion with PennDOT as we are approaching the end of their paving season. Barbara Peffer
asked if the paving projects are the same ones that were discussed in prior years. Kasandra
Ward noted that these are new issues that are being dealt with at PennDOT’s request and
approval.

RECREATION — Jackie Jackson

Jackie Jackson discussed Fenwick with Tammy at McMillen. Once there is a cost established
for the equipment the Water Street Park Group is asking for, DCNR and LSA will look at the
costs and bid it out. Nothing will be done until the equipment is purchased. Jackie Jackson will
meet with the Water Street Park Group to discuss equipment.

This will be done in phases, and the first phase is the parking lot, trail, and playground
equipment. The basketball court is no longer included in this project. Once we submit to DCNR,
we can move forward. Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich noted that the DCNR grant for Phase | was
changed slightly. The DCNR asked the Borough if they were interested in an additional $40,000
towards the playground, which we are in the process of accepting, with the provision that it is a
1:1 match. We are working towards getting this done, and this is an exciting time. Jackie Jackson
noted that we have to go back to McMillen once we pick out our equipment, which Tracy
Sheehan Zivkovich noted that is only if we do not use Costar. We prefer to use a preferred
vendor, rather than go through the bidding process.

The paving project must be bid, but not the playground equipment. Beth Bock noted we have to
go with the lowest responsible bidder. Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich noted that McMillen may have
a recommendation, but the Borough will have the final decision.

Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich noted there is a tentative groundbreaking on October 13 at 6 pm at
the park.



TAX BUREAU — Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich

The Court of Common Pleas has notified the Borough that no further action will be taken on an
old filing, and the case will be closed. There are several notices for Appeals hearings on
properties that we just sold and had finalized. This was not a condition of our sale, but the buyers
are now asking for lower taxes.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT — Mitch Mitchell
Nothing to report.

OLD BUSINESS
149 High Street went out to bid during a pre-bid meeting this week. These are state grants. The
Charles Street Bridge construction will hopefully start in the spring.

Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich asked our consultants to get a final draft of the Comprehensive Plan
to us before next month’s meeting.

DCNR has a fall application out right now. The Perennial Project has offered to put the proposal
together for us at no charge. The three properties that we are asking for grant money for are
Dunlap Creek, the walking trail, and a waterpark. If anyone has thoughts on these projects, or
on a different project, please let us know now as we only have a few weeks to get this in. Beth
Bock asked if these things will be included in the Comprehensive Plan, which Tracy Sheehan
Zivkovich stated they were not specifically mentioned.

NEW BUSINESS
Motion by Beth Bock to appoint Robb Rhodes to the Luzerne Park Board. Second by Barbara
Peffer. All in favor. Motion carries.

We have a series of invoices from McMillen that are not eligible to pay from the grant money.
We met with McMillen and asked for proposals prior to doing the work and billing us. We are
looking at line items in the budget for engineering fees and grant writing.

The only pending project we have is Hollow Road. We submitted a grant through McMillen
through DCED for $650k, and that should be awarded in the next few weeks. Please advocate
for Brownsville if you know anyone in the DCED.

The Union Station building is currently owned by the RACF. Within the last few weeks, they had
attempted to get an inspection done to identify hazardous waste in it, but they did not get the
money for that, so the RACF paid to have that done. That building is now inspected and it does
have asbestos. The preliminary ratification is to get it out and get it ready for development. The
cost is somewhere around $1M. The other part of that is that there is a nhew DEP grant for
removal of hazardous waste and the RACF is ready to reapply and get money to get that done.
The goal is to have someone come in and rehab it and put businesses in it. Tracy Sheehan
Zivkovich would like to thank Mike Walters for handling the grass cutting around that property.

Mike Walters sent over an email with a drawing from his son, which was done for free. The DEP
and Army Corps proposal would be 25’ out in the river and 95’ wide. We need 4’ to 5 to get
bigger boats in there. Barbara Peffer asked if the launch would be included, and Mike Walters
noted that it may be too steep to upgrade this area. We received $55k from the PA Fish & Boat
Commission, and another $40k from the county, and a new DCNR grant. Tracy Sheehan
Zivkovich noted there is a concept for new docks, and also updating the sign, lighting, and clean-
up. We are moving quickly on this due to the DEP and Army Corps of Engineers being federal
agencies. The dock building needs six months, so we must hurry.

Motion by Beth Bock to advertise for the hiring of a part-time secretary. Second by Kasandra
Ward. All in favor. Motion carries.

Motion by Paul Synuria to purchase the following properties from the Repository List: 12-17
Bolivar Street, 502 High Street, 125 High Street, and 509 Baltimore. Second by Jackie Jackson.
The High Street and Baltimore Street properties are on the demolition list that the RACF has
offered to help pay for. Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich noted that the Borough can purchase these
properties from the Repository Sale for $50 each, and then move to demolish them and get the
land back on the market. Solicitor Mitch Mitchell noted that once something is purchased from
the Repository Sale, the value of that property lowers to that price, making it more appealing to
someone interested in buying it from the Borough. Mike Walters clarified that we are demolishing
three of the four properties. Paul Synuria would like to purchase the old brewery so that another
LLC does not purchase it and let it fall into further disrepair. Additionally, Tracy Sheehan
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Zivkovich noted that this building is in close proximity to Fenwick Park, and, as noted by Mayor
Ross H. Swords, Jr., can be used for future development. Paul Synuria also noted that movie
production companies frequently ask to use that building.

Beth Bock asked if we were assessing dilapidated properties throughout the entire Borough,
which Paul Synuria noted we are. Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich noted that these properties came
with funding attached, though the Borough plans to continue addressing these issues. Kasandra
Ward asked if we will be responsible for maintaining these properties once we take ownership.
Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich stated that our goal is not to be property owners, but during the interim,
yes, we would be responsible for maintaining the lots. Our street crew will ultimately have to
handle this until the properties are sold. Roll Call. Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich, yes; Paul Synuria,
yes; Beth Bock, yes; Jackie Jackson, yes; Mike Walters, yes; Kasandra Ward, yes; Barbara
Peffer, yes. Votes are unanimous. Motion carries.

Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich reported that Senator Bob Casey was here on September 1 for a visit.
He was very welcoming. We have discussed the DEP and Army Corps projects with his office.
Any Federal projects that come up, police programs, and bridge programs, we are going to be
discussing funding with Senator Casey’s office. Additionally, we asked about sidewalks and
sewage drains. Additional discussion was held about a municipal complex moving into the old
bank building for us to move into.

The second round of ARPA funding has come in, so we have approximately another $116k,
which we are considering using as match money so that we can turn $100k into much more.
Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich noted it is an exciting time in Brownsville and we can get a lot
accomplished. We are excited to be moving forward.

CORRESPONDENCE — Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich

Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich noted there is correspondence in everyone's packets from the
Municipal Authority, Columbia Gas, DCNR, ISO, PennDOT, and the TCBA. Please review.

There is also a PCCD grant available for police equipment, which is due October 15, that Mayor
Ross H. Swords, Jr. will be applying for.

MEETING ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn by Beth Bock. Second by Paul Synuria. Meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m.

\H() m/u§> Obi)

\"Melissa S. O'Brien, Secretary/Treasurer




TREASURER'S REPORT
September 2022

BANK ACCOUNTS (adjusted through September 14, 2022)

General Fund $ 182,074.31
Payroll $ 3,417.53
Petty Cash $ 346.33
Act 13 $ 28,094.45
K-9 Fund $ 5,451.39
Fire Escrow $ 6,668.00
Parking Authority $ 1,920.59
PLGIT $ 62,357.98
ARPA Grant Fund $ 108,716.11
Comprehensive Plan Fund $ 2,000.24

TOTAL $ 401,046.93

DEPOSITS (adjusted through September 14, 2022)

Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr. Fines & Fees $ 733.73
Clerk of Courts Fines & Fees $ 97.74
Brownsville Police Police Reports $ 30.00
MDJ Code Fines & Fees $ 357.62
McMillen Building Permits $ 372.00
Various No Lien Letters $ 45.00
Various Occupancy Permit $ 120.00
Fayette County Delinquent Real Estate Taxes $ 7,867.92
Fayette County Delinquent Fire Hydrant Taxes $ 387.51
Fayette County Delinquent Street Light Taxes $ 1,195.52
Recorder of Deeds Real Estate Transfer Tax $ 1,193.50
SWRTB Local Service Tax $ 89.24
SWRTB Per Capita Tax $ 288.36
SWRTB Earned Income Tax $ 11,394.37
Atantic Broadband Cable Franchise Fee $ 3,421.00
Columbia Gas Street Digs $ 170.00
First National Bank Interest $ 309.74
Jendoco Construction Street Digs $ 50.00
LCB Liquor License $ 450.00
Misc Fire Escrow $ 6,666.00
PennDOT Traffic Signal ROW $ 2,600.00

TOTAL $ 37,839.25
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