BOROUGH OF BROWNSVILLE
FAYETTE COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA
NOVEMBER 13, 2024

The Regular monthly meeting of the Council of the Borough of Brownsville was held this evening
at the Borough Building located at 200 Second Street in Brownsville. The meeting was called
to order by President, James Lawver at 6:00 p.m. by reciting the Lord's Prayer and the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The following members were present: Council President, James Lawver, Council Vice President
Shane Ronzio, Councilmen Brian Brashear, Jackie Jackson, Mike Walters, and Kasandra Ward.
Also present were Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr., Solicitor Christian Sesek, and Borough
Secretary/Treasurer Melissa S. O'Brien. Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich was not present.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

CONNIE GORE, 131 Front Street. Connie Gore was in attendance tonight to discuss the
planning committee and 128 Market Street. Ms. Gore requested a dedicated email address for
the planning committee, which James Lawver stated he would look into. Myron Nypaver
addressed 128 Market Street and noted that there is a considerable amount of work to be done
and it will take time.

MINUTES & AGENDA
Motion by Shane Ronzio, second by Jackie Jackson to approve the September 11, 2024 regular
meeting minutes. All in favor. Motion carried.

Motion by Shane Ronzio, second by Brian Brashear to approve the October 19, 2024 special
meeting minutes. All in favor. Motion carried.

Motion by Shane Ronzio, second by Mike Walters to approve the November 13, 2024 regular
meeting agenda. All in favor. Motion carried.

MAYOR’S REPORT — Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr.

Mayor Swords reported for the month of October that there were 80 calls for service (62 Borough,
7 Township, 11 out of town), 32 citations (28 Borough, 4 Township, 0 out of town), 16 incidents
(13 Borough, 3 Township, 0 out of town), 3 arrests, and 0 prisoner transports. A total of 728
miles were put on the police vehicles last month.

Brian Brashear spoke on the patrolman hiring status and noted that the civil service test was
administered and multiple offers were made to candidates. At this time we have one cadet who
has accepted our offer and one officer interested in part-time work.

Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr. noted the fines for the month of October were $1,019.10 from the
Magistrate and $4.19 from the County, for a total of $1,023.29.

Light up night is on Friday, November 29, 2024, with Santa in the square around 7:30 p.m.

Motion by Shane Ronzio, second by Jackie Jackson to approve Rotary’s request to add six or
more small podiums near the stage for children’s books. The costs and maintenance will be
covered by Rotary. All in favor. Motion carried.

Chief Brant spoke about the new candidate, noting that he will graduate and take the exam next
week. He would like to start training early in December.

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION — Mike Walters

Michael Walters noted that the total non-restricted funds at this time are $355,718.07 and
restricted funds total $192,597.78. Deposits for the month total $116,483.65. Monthly bills paid
were $35,024.07.

Motion by Mike Walters, second by Shane Ronzio to pay the General Fund bills in the amount
of $11,305.94. Roll Call: James Lawver, yes; Shane Ronzio, yes; Brian Brashear, yes; Jackie
Jackson, yes; Mike Walters, yes; Kasandra Ward, yes. Votes are unanimous. Motion carries.

Motion by Mike Walters, second by Brian Brashear to pay the Payroll bills in the amount of
$5,275.62. Roll Call. James Lawver, yes; Shane Ronzio, yes; Brian Brashear, yes; Jackie
Jackson, yes; Mike Walters, yes; Kasandra Ward, yes. Votes are unanimous. Motion carries.



Motion by Mike Walters, second by Jackie Jackson to pay the PLGIT invoice in the amount of
$2,875.00. Roll Call: James Lawver, yes; Shane Ronzio, yes; Brian Brashear, yes; Jackie
Jackson, yes; Mike Walters, yes; Kasandra Ward, yes. Votes are unanimous. Motion carries.

Mike Walters discussed the budget with Council and noted that we have collected approximately
90% of our income, and have spent about 75% of our total expenses.

Mike Walters noted the proposed 2025 budget is included for Council’'s review. Between now
and December’s regular monthly meeting, any Councilman with any questions on the 2025
budgeted items can reach out to Mike or Melissa, as we plan to approve this budget at the
regular monthly meeting in December. James Lawver noted the fire station donations have been
reallocated to cover the rising cost of fuel that we saw in 2024’s budget.

Melissa S. O'Brien noted we received and responded to three right to know requests and one
appeal has been filed.

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS — Mike Walters
Michael Walters noted nothing new on the Albany repairs.

The mini-split should be installed in the police station by the end of the month.

The current docks should be removed soon. The ACOE permit has been issued, and we filed
for an extension on the FBC grant through December 2025.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT — Shane Ronzio
Shane Ronzio attended the 250" Anniversary of America meeting today, and noted Brownsville

will play a big part in this celebration.

CODE ENFORCEMENT / PUBLIC SAFETY / NON-PROFITS — Brian Brashear
Brian Brashear noted code fines for the month of October total $190.02.

Nothing to report on fire or library.

Myron Nypaver was in attendance and noted 16 complaints were received, 5 high grass
postings, 3 non-traffic citations, 12 sweep tickets issued for the month of October. Mr. Nypaver
discussed hearings and citations, as well as future needs for code enforcement.

PARKS & RECREATION — Jackie Jackson
Jackie Jackson noted she met with the DCNR on Fenwick Park. Also, Brownsville Municipal
Authority has offered to perform in-kind services at Fenwick.

PUBLIC WORKS - Kasandra Ward
Kasandra Ward discussed the Brown Street Pipeline project, which will begin November 18,
2024. The Cast Iron Bridge closure will also happen on November 18, 2024. This closure will

affect traffic in the Borough.

Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr. noted Brownsville Avenue and Charles Street both have “Do Not
Enter” signage that needs to be removed or covered, which Kasandra Ward noted PennDOT is
handling that.

Kasandra Ward noted the report from K2 outlines the projects for Cemetery Road, Hollow Road,
and Blight.

PUBLIC UTILITIES — Tracy Sheehan Zivkovich
Nothing to report.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT — Peacock Keller
Motion by Shane Ronzio, second by Mike Walters to enter into Executive Session regarding
personnel and litigation matters at 6:43 p.m. All in favor. Motion carried.

Motion by Shane Ronzio, second by Brian Brashear to return from Executive Session at
6:53 p.m. All in favor. Motion carried.

Jackie Jackson excused herself from the meeting at 6:54 p.m.



OLD BUSINESS
James Lawver noted he would get together with Mayor Ross H. Swords, Jr. to handle the police
car repairs.

NEW BUSINESS

Motion by Kasandra Ward, second by Shane Ronzio to approve Resolution R-09-2024
Authorizing the Submission of an Application for Funding for the Statewide LSA grant in the
amount of $406,942.19 to address blight conditions and carryout rehabilitation improvements
efforts in the Borough. All in favor. Motion carried.

Motion by Kasandra Ward, second by Mike Walters to approve Resolution R-10-2024
Authorizing the Submission of an Application for Funding for the Statewide LSA grant in the
amount of $750,000.00 to be used for the rehabilitation of Hollow Road in the Borough. All in
favor. Motion carried.

Motion by Shane Ronzio, second by Brian Brashear to accept the resignation of Sarah Collier
from the Planning Committee, effective November 13, 2024. All in favor. Motion carried.

Motion by Shane Ronzio, second by Mike Walters to appoint Barb Peffer as a public
representative to the Planning Committee Board for a term commencing 11/13/24 and ending
12/31/26. Kasandra Ward noted a concern in that Barb Peffer did not show up to meetings as a
councilman, and now we are appointing her to a committee. James Lawver noted if that
happened, action would be taken. He suggested the Planning Committee create bylaws stating
if you miss more than three consecutive meetings, you would be removed from the board.
Connie Gore was in attendance as a Planning Committee representative, and responded
affirmatively to the suggestion. Votes 5-1 with Kasandra Ward being the only “no” vote. Motion
carried.

Motion by Kasandra Ward, second by Shane Ronzio to approve a letter of support for
Brownsville Township’s request to apply for a statewide LSA grant application to purchase a
street sweeper for the Township, Borough, and West Brownsville Borough to use. All in favor.
Motion carried.

FAYETTE COUNTY — James Lawver
Correspondence on one appeal is included in the packets for review.

CORRESPONDENCE - James Lawver
Brownsville Municipal Authority minutes, Notice of Land Use Appeal, and the TCBA meeting
notice are all included for review.

MEETING ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Shane Ronzio, second by Mike Walters to adjourn the meeting at 6:59 p.m. All in
favor. Motion carried.
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Melissa S. O'Brien, Office Manager/Treasurer
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